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Catholics to triumph and permitted the Protest-
ants to be subjected to persecution ? Knox had
a ready explanation - God wanted to test the
Reformers, and this test had been rendered
necessary because of their sins. He did not
spare hijnself when he considered his own de-
ficiencies. No one could have been more faithful
in service, but Knox was ashamed that he had
not accomplished more. He mourned the time
spent in worldly business and " in bodily recrea-
tion and exercise." And if, as he held, the acces-
sion of a Catholic sovereign had been permitted
so that the Protestants should be tested, it was
essential that the Protestants should cling firmly
to their religion and prove their faith in their
Maker. Knox did not intend that there should be
any backsliding if he could prevent it. A few
days after his arrival in Dieppe, he addressed, to
the congregations that he had served, A Godly
Letter of Warning to the Faithful, in which he
appealed to them to let nothing wean them from
the true religion, and pointed out the fate in store
for those who weakened.
That duty done, Knox went through France to
Switzerland, but he returned to Dieppe after a
few weeks.. He felt that the Protestants in
England needed further encouragement - or
further threats - and at the beginning of May he
dispatched another tetter, and followed it with a
third at the end of the month. These later letters